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KIKA DE LA GARZA. 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------_
100-1164 14 July 1988 Washington DC
/
SOUTH TEXAS ONIONS HIT THE "VIEUX CARRE." One of your Congressman's favorite
past-times is sounding the trumpet for South Texas farm and ranch produce.
What follows is a short story about our new star. ,on the world onion horizon--the
super sweet 1015Y onion--and my own efforts in national publicity.
how it begins:
This is
In Illy June 2nd newsletter, I wrote an article ahout rey attendance at the
Celebrity Chef gala dinner to honor the 50th anniversary of the March of Dimes
Birth Defects Foundation (I enjoy doing this every year to support a great
organization). At this year's dinner, I met and spoke with the famed New Orleans
Chef, Paul Prudhomme.
Mr Prudhomme owns and operates one of the jazziest Cajun "haute cuisine"
eating establishments in New Orleans. It's called K-Paul's Louisiana Kitchen
and it is located on Chartres Street in New Orleans. Chartres Street is in
So we have now
the French Quarter of New Orleans, and old-timers refer to this part of New
Orleans as the Vieux Carr' (meaning "Old City").
After the March of Dimes dinner, I got to thinking--maybe Mr Prudhomme
would want to try some 1015 Valley onions? So I called our friends at Griffin
and Brand of McAllen and told them of my idea. Presto! A box of Texas Trophy
Sweet Onions was sent to Chef Prudhomme.
The Chef wrote me back, and I quote, "The staff at K-Paul' smade onion
rings using your special Te-xas onions and said- they were the best they had
ever tasted." Now can you imagine our great 1015 onions used in a super Cajun
onion ring recipe!? Sounds mighty good to this Congressman.
hit the big-time in New Orleans' Vieux Carr'. Bon appetit.
And on a final food note-- just, a mention of appreciation for a box of
seedless red grapes sent to our Congressional office by the Western Growers
Association of Newport Beach, California. These new grapes are called "crunChy"
and represent a new California variety. They have a subtle crispness to them
and we found them eatable to the last one (took all of us in the office about
one day to devour the entire box! These grapes are in the same league with
our 1015 onions). And friends from the Desert Grape Growers League of California
sent us a box of green and red seedless grapes that were _among the plumpest
and juiciest we've had. Many thanks to all for a great summer treat.




Minister of Australia, paid a visit to the United States last month and on
June 23rd we had the pleasure of attending a reception in the Hearing Room
of the House Committee on-Foreign Affairs.
We met and spoke with Prime Minister Hawke as well as the Ambassador of
Australia to the U.S., Rawdon Dalrymple, and the Secretary to the Prime
Minister's Cabinet, Michael Codd. Many Australian Embassy officials were present
as well as our own U.S. Ambassador to Australia, Laurence W Lane Jr.
(more)
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When you have a group such as this--you move with great diplomacy to
accomplish your objectives. We discussed trade matters which are paramount
between our two countries. Both the U.S. and Australia boast world-class cattle
industries and always the issue of trading in livestock will be discussed.
Congressional receptions for visiting heads of state are important. They
provide the visiting dignitary the opportunity of gauging legislative sentiment
and that is critical in our democracy where trade authority is shared by both
Congress and the White House. We enjoyed our meeting with Prime Minister Hawke
and look foward to ano~her time when we might continue our friendship.
IF IF
AN ADDITION TO OUR USDA DROUGHT AID. It was
assistance measure taken by the U S Department
with the nation-wide drought.
pleasing to learn of a new
of Agriculture in connection
The Department has announced it will amend the GSM-I02 Export Credit
Guarantee Program to create an immediate $40 million line, of credit to allow
Mexico the option of buying U.S. frozen or chilled meat (beef, pork or poultry).
Normally the GSM-I02 program does not include frozen or chilled beef,
and this extra step by USDA should help to offset the price-depressing impact
of livestock liquidation in the U.S. Under the GSM-I02 program, Mexico can
buy U.S. beef products with the help of short-term credit extensions--guaranteed
by the Banco Nacional de Mexico.
All sales must be registered by September 30, 1988, and all exports must
be completed by December 31, 1988. For more information, potential exporters
can call USDA's Foreign Agriculture Service at 202/447-3224--and of course
you can call or write me, Kika de la Garza, U.S. House of Representatives,
1401 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; telephone 202/225-2531.
VISITORS FILL NATION'S CAPITAL. This Summer has seen more visitors to Washington
than I can remember in many years. Despite one short heat wave last month,
our weather--by and large--has been morleratp-~ Thi~ h~R mad~ Wa~hi~gton an
ideal spot this year for a family vacation to see the sights, sounds and history
of this unique American city.
The White House is a big attraction and there are regularly scheduled
tours throughout certain times of day. Our Congressional office receives a
few special tickets for early morning tours, but with the demand so heavy,
we have exhausted--through the first half of August--our supply of these special
Congressional tours.
If you are planning a trip to our nation's Capital, please let me know
as far ahead of time as possible so I can make arrangements to hold some White
House tour tickets for you. This early advance notice is critical wben you
are part of a large group wisbing to see tbe Wbite Bouse togetber. The same
is true of special tickeill for tours of the FBI, the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, and the U 5 Marine Corps Barracks. So the sooner I know of your
planned trip, the easier it is to reserve tickets for you.
No matter what you do this summer--your Congressman hopes your travels
are safe and pleasant. And if you do come to Washington, our red carpet is
rolled out for South Texans at 1401 Longworth Building. We'll greet you with
a glass of chilled Valley citrus juice and escort you over to the U.S. Capitol
if you'd like -to watch the action on the floor of the House.
# #
VISITORS FROM HOME. Donald and Artemisa Profitt of McAllen; Michael, Elizabeth,
Brett and Stephen Garrett of Mission; Joseph Russell of Weslaco; Henry and
Lorraine Toerck of Sweeny, Texas, Joe and Linda Crawford and daughter, Anna,
of Three Rivers (Lorraine Toerck and Linda Crawford are the daughters of Mayor
Louise Shumate of Three Rivers); Mr & Mrs Guadalupe Gonzales and family of
Alamo; Mr & Mrs Neal Runnels and sons Forrest & Nicky of McAllen; Major Marshall
Best, formerly of Falfurrias and now of Harker Heights, Texas (Marshall was
a top honors student at the Army's West Point Academy--nominated _ by your
Congressman to attend West Point. It was a real pleaure to see Marshall again) ;
Bill Weeks of Harlingen.
IF IF IF
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